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Based on questionnaires conducted by the Department of Natural Resources, this
report includes statistics on wood use and the characteristics of primary wood process-
ing mills, during the calendar year 2002.  It is the 16th biennial survey that documents
mill characteristics, wood volume and the input of raw materials into the state’s seven
primary wood-using industries:

• Sawmills • Veneer & Plywood mills
• Pulp mills • Post, Pole & Piling operations
• Shake & Shingle •  Log export operations
• Whole log chipping

Since this survey covers the entire industry, sampling errors are not a factor. However,
when some data was not provided by mill owners or managers, estimates were calcu-
lated from data in previous years.  In total, this report provides the most reliable esti-
mates of the state’s woodproducts industries in Washington.

Information about individual mills or companies has been kept confidential.  In recent
decades as the industry downsized in some sectors, it has been necessary to combine
table data to avoid revealing mill identity or ownership. In this edition nearly all tables list
data from five geographic/economic regions instead of the state’s 39 counties. Though
the data is less detailed, we believe it is easier to grasp.

Abbreviations and Conversions

Lumber volume
  board foot: a piece of wood 12 inches x 12 inches x 1 inch
  mbf: one thousand board feet (this report uses Scribner log rule method).
  mmbf:  one million board feet

Plywood / Veneer
  msf: thousand square feet 3/8 inch basis

Pulp
  ton: 2,000 pounds
  bone dry tons (BDT): 1.2 tons or 2,400 pounds
  air dry metric tons (ADMT): 2,200 pounds; with 10% water content

Shake and Shingle:
  square: 10 square feet (5 squares makes a cord)
  bundle: 5 bundles makes a square
  cord: 1 mbf; 128 cubic feet (stacked); 80 cubic feet of solid wood

Introduction

iv



Figure 1:  The State’s Economic and Production Regions
 where mills are located

Throughout this report these regions are used to indicate the location of
processing — not the harvesting — of wood products:

1.  Puget Sound

2.  Olympic Peninsula

3.  Lower Columbia

4.  Central Washington

5.  Inland Empire
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